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6th Grade

Week 4 Lesson (April 27 - May 1, 2020)
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Adding & Subtracting Integers



Standards Addressed
7.NS.A. - Add and subtract integers and other rational numbers; represent addition and subtraction on a 
horizontal or vertical number line diagram. 

a. Describe situations in which opposite quantities combine to make 0.

b. Understand p + q as the number located a distance |q| from p, in the positive or negative direction depending 

on whether q is positive or negative. Show that a number and its opposite have a sum of 0 (are additive inverses). 

Interpret sums of rational numbers by describing real-world context.

c. Understand subtraction of rational numbers as adding the additive inverse, p – q = p + (–q). Show that the 

distance between two rational numbers on the number line is the absolute value of their difference, and apply this 

principle in real-world context.

d. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract rational numbers.

Materials Needed

Read each slide carefully, making sure you understand what is being presented.  
Follow the directions and learn something! We wish we could be with you.  

Procedures
iPad or printed copy of the Google Slides



What You Are Learning in This Lesson
In this lesson you will learn about:

● how to add negative and positive numbers
● how to add negative numbers
● how to rewrite subtraction expressions as adding the inverse



How You Will Know You Are Successful
● I can add negative and positive numbers.
● I can add negative numbers.
● I can rewrite subtraction expressions as adding the inverse.



Adding Positive and Negative Numbers

● Look at this diagram.  Think about what it is 
showing you about adding positive and 
negative numbers. 

● The larger the circle for a positive number, the 
larger that number is.  The larger the circle for 
a negative number, the smaller that number is.  

● Notice…
○ When we add two positive numbers, we get a larger 

positive number.  
○ When we add two negative numbers, we get a smaller 

negative number.

● What do you notice about the last two 
examples?

 



Adding Positive and Negative Numbers
● When we add a positive number, we move to the right on the horizontal 

number line and up on the vertical number line. 
● When we add a negative number, we move to the left on the horizontal 

number line and down on the vertical number line. 
● The first example shows -5 + 2 = -3.  We start at -5 and move two to the right 

because we are adding positive 2.
● The second example shows -2 + 5 = 3.  We start at -2 and move five up 

because we are adding positive 5.     

 



Adding Positive and Negative Numbers
● Here are two more examples to help clarify this concept. Whenever we are adding 

a positive number, we move that many spaces to the right on the number line.          

 



Adding Negative Numbers
● When we add a negative number, we move that many spaces to the left on the 

horizontal number line or down on the vertical number line.  
● The first example below shows (-6) + (-3).  We start at (-6) and then move three 

spaces to the left because we are adding negative 3.          

● The second example shows both 3 + (-7) and 9 + (-3).  Notice in 3 + (-7), we 
start at 3 and then move 7 to the left because we are adding -7.  What is 
happening in the second example?      

 



Adding Negative Numbers
● What addition problem is being shown in the vertical 

number line?

● -5 + (-2.5) = -7.5



Subtraction as Adding the Inverse
● Every subtraction problem can be re-written as an addition problem.  
● Think about it… 5 - 2 is the same as 5 + (-2). 
● Look at the diagram to the right.  This shows us how to rewrite subtraction 

problems as addition.  Here are some examples that go with the diagram:

○ 6 - 4 = 6 + (-4)

○ 6 - (-4) = 6 + 4

○ -6 - 4 = -6 + (-4)

○ -6 - (-4) = -6 + 4



Practice to Share
Complete these problems.  You can draw a number line if that helps you.   



Presentation Opportunity Options for Your Answers

This is just a suggested list. All of this is optional. 

● Take a picture/screenshot and post to Google Classroom
● Make a video about your thinking and post to Google Classroom
● Think about instances when you might add negative and positive numbers 

and share it on Google Classroom or with an adult or sibling at home. 
● Present the practice problems to an adult or sibling at home.
● Practice Khan Academy assignment(s)
● If you have another idea of how to present, try it and share with us!



Self-Assessment of Your Learning  
Look at the Success Criteria and self-assess your learning.  Rate yourself 1-4 on 
where you are in these statements. You can do this by marking on the paper or 
use the markup tool on your iPad. 

____ I can add negative and positive numbers

____ I can add negative numbers

____ I can rewrite subtraction expressions as adding the inverse


